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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This is a third office action in response to applicant's amendment and request for 
continued examination filed, 15 July 2004, of application filed, with the above serial 
number, on 02 June 2000 in which claims 1,12, and 23 have been amended. Claims 1- 
28 are therefore pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter^as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
'invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Collins et al (hereinafter "Collins", 6,553,418) in view of Fowler et al (hereinafter 
"Fowler", 6,714,977). 

Collins teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a method and 
system for monitoring and managing a power system over a network (see abstract). 

As per Claim 1 , Collins discloses a remote user interface system to enable a 
remote browser application to monitor and control a power system of the type having 
one or more rectifier subsystems, one or more reserve power subsystems and one or 
more power distribution subsystems, wherein Collins discloses: 



Application/Control Number: 09/587,097 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2157 

a monitor and control system coupled to said power system for obtaining 
operating state information from at least one of said subsystems and for providing 
operating state information to at least one of said subsystems (monitoring station) (at 
least col. 7, lines 19-34); 

a data storage system associated with said monitor and control system for 
storing said state information (database) (at least Fig. 3); and 

a user interface manager capable of accessing said data storage system and 
being operative to: 

(a) an applet generating a user interface within said browser application for 
monitoring (internet browser interface) (at least col. 7 line 64 - col. 8 line 9); 

(b) supply selected state information to said applet for display by said remote 
browser within said user interface (monitoring station browser) (at least col. 7, lines~19- " 
34); and 

(c) receive data values generated by said applet in response to user interaction 
via said user interface and to communicate said data values to said data storage 
system (data presented by database presented in graphical or tabular form) (at least 
col. 7, lines 35-62). 

Collins fails to disclose, explicitly, the use of an executable applet to carry out the 
functions of the present invention including adjusting settings and thresholds of at least 
one of said subsystems. However, the use and advantages for using such an applet is 
well known to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made as evidenced by 
the teachings of Fowler. Fowler discloses the use of Java for processing real time 
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environmental conditions as well as users managing such systems via setting 
parameters and thresholds using an web-page interface (at least col. 7, lines 7-25; col. 
10, lines 50-59; col. 13, lines 50-64; col. 14, lines 28-38; col. 15, lines 43-54; col. 16, 
lines 57-64). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the use of an executable applet such as 
Java for adjusting settings and thresholds within Collins' browser as this is a standard 
and commonly known application for a corporation to use to have a real-time internet 
enabled monitoring and management method and allows users to manage and 
dynamically use such monitored values under different environments. 
As per Claim 2, 13. 

wherein said user interface manager communicates with said applet using data 
- - - packets compatible with-an internet protocol~(at least colr4 , lines 46-60). 
As per Claim 3, 14. 

wherein said user interface manager also supports a local user interface 
associated with said monitor and control system (monitoring station presenting in 
graphical data) (at least col. 7, lines 35-62). 

As per Claim 4, 15. 

wherein said user interface manager also supports a local user interface that 
includes a touchpad input mechanism for user interaction with the power system (keying 
in IP address(at least col. 7, lines 19-34; Fig. 1). 

As per Claim 5, 16. 
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further wherein said user interface manager generates at least one display 
screen containing both static and dynamic content (real-time graphical data) (at least 
col. 7 line 35 - col. 8 lines 9). 

As per Claim 6, 17. 

wherein said dynamic content represents said state information (energy usage 
information) (at least col. 8, lines 21-31). 
As per Claim 7, 18. 

wherein said user interface manager generates at a plurality of display screens, 
at least a portion of which contain dynamic content representing said state information, 
and wherein at least one of said applet and said user interface manager generates 
hyperlinks connecting said dynamic content with other display screens (energy usage 
information aggregated -from multiple locations) (at least Fig. 1 ; col . 7 line 35 - coir 8 line 

9). 

As per Claim 8, 19. 

wherein said monitor and control system includes a rectifier monitor and control 
module for obtaining operating state information from at least one of said rectifier 
subsystems (at least col. 4, lines 2-21; col. 6, lines 17-35). 

As per Claim 9, 20. 

wherein said monitor and control system includes a reserve monitor and control 
module for obtaining operating state information from batteries attached to said power 
system (ups) (at least col. 4, lines 2-21; col. 6, lines 17-35). 

As per Claim 10, 21. 
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wherein said monitor and control system includes a distribution monitor and 
control module for obtaining operating state information from said power distribution 
subsystem (at least col. 4, lines 2-21 ; col. 6, lines 17-35). 

As per Claim 11, 22. 

wherein said remote browser application is an internet web browser application 
(at least col. 7 line 64 - col. 8 line 9). 

As per Claim 12, Collins discloses a remote user interface system to enable a 
remote browser application to monitor and control a power system, wherein Collins 
discloses: 

a monitor and control system coupled to said power system for obtaining 
operating state information about said power supply system and for providing operating 
- state information to said power system (monitoring station) (at least col. 7, lines 19-34); 

a data storage system associated with said monitor and control system for 
storing said state information (database) (at least Fig. 3); and 

a user interface manager capable of accessing said data storage system and 
being operative to provide an applet to said remote browser application, the applet 
generating a user interface within said browser application for monitoring said power 
system (internet browser interface) (at least col. 7 line 64 - col. 8 line 9). 

Collins fails to disclose, explicitly, the use of an executable applet to carry out the 
functions of the present invention including adjusting settings and thresholds of at least 
one of said subsystems. However, the use and advantages for using such an applet is 
well known to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made as evidenced by 
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the teachings of Fowler. Fowler discloses the use of Java for processing real time 
environmental conditions as well as users managing such systems via setting 
parameters and thresholds using an web-page interface (at least col. 7, lines 7-25; col. 
10, lines 50-59; col. 13, lines 50-64; col. 14, lines 28-38; col. 15, lines 43-54; col. 16, 
lines 57-64). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the use of an executable applet such as 
Java for adjusting settings and thresholds within Collins' browser as this is a standard 
and commonly known application for a corporation to use to have a real-time internet 
enabled monitoring and management method and allows users to manage and 
dynamically use such monitored values under different environments. 

As per Claim 23, Collins discloses a method of controlling a telecommunications 
power-system r as Collins-discloses; - ■ — - - - - - — — - " 

delivering an applet to a browser application running on a computer that 
communicates with said telecommunications power system via a network (at least col. 
7, lines 19-34; Fig. 1); 

using a processor powered by said telecommunications power system to obtain 
operating state information about said telecommunications power system (at least col. 
7, lines 35-63; Fig. 1); 

communicating said state information to said applet via said network (data 
presented by database presented in graphical or tabular form) (at least col. 7, lines 35- 
63); 



Application/Control Number: 09/587,097 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2157 

sending control information generated by said applet to said processor via said 
network (controlling generator over network) (at least col. 2, lines 37-52). 

Collins fails to disclose, explicitly, the use of an executable applet to carry out the 
functions of the present invention including adjusting settings and thresholds of at least 
one of said subsystems. However, the use and advantages for using such an applet is 
well known to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made as evidenced by 
the teachings of Fowler. Fowler discloses the use of Java for processing real time 
environmental conditions as well as users managing such systems via setting 
parameters and thresholds using an web-page interface (at least col. 7, lines 7-25; col. 
10, lines 50-59; col. 13, lines 50-64; col. 14, lines 28-38; col. 15, lines 43-54; col. 16, 
lines 57-64). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the use of an executable applet such as 
Java for adjusting settings and thresholds within Collins' browser as this is a standard 
and commonly known application for a corporation to use to have a real-time internet 
enabled monitoring and management method and allows users to manage and 
dynamically use such monitored values under different environments. 

As per Claim 24. 

using said processor to store said state information in a database administered 
by said processor (database) (at least Fig. 3). 
As per Claim 25. 

using said processor to store said control information in a database administered 
by said processor (database engine) (at least col. 8, lines 32-48; Fig. 3). 
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As per Claim 26. 

generating a user interface display within said browser application that includes 
said state information (monitoring station presenting in graphical data form in browser) 
(at least col. 7, lines 35-62). 

As per Claim 27. 

generating a user interface display within said browser application that includes 
static information and dynamic information, the dynamic information being based on 
said state information (real-time graphical data) (at least col. 7 line 35 - col. 8 lines 9). 

As per Claim 28. 

wherein said applet generates a plurality of display screens in which at least a 
portion of said dynamic information on one of said display screens defines a hyperlink 
relationship with another of said display screens (energy usage information aggregated 
from multiple locations) (at least Fig. 1; col. 7 line 35 - col. 8 line 9). 



Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,12, and 23 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Newly cited Poth in addition to previously cited Sneeringer, Motoyama et al, 
Yablonowski et al, Hart, Fitzgerald, Montgomerie et al, McNamara et al, Wookey, and 
Budike, Jr. are cited for disclosing pertinent information related to the claimed invention. 
Applicants are requested to consider the prior art reference for relevant teachings when 
responding to this office action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory G Todd whose telephone number is (571)272- 

™ 401 1 r The examiner can normallybe reached on Monday^ Friday 9:00am : 6:00pm w/ ~ 
first Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703)308-7562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Gregory Todd 




Patent Examiner 
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